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ABSTRACT

Providing quality education to all plays a central role for socio-economic development of a country. As a
signatory to the Sustainable Development Goals, India has committed to ensuring inclusive and quality
education to all children by 2030. This includes collaborative efforts in sharing the experience and expertise in
diversified areas such as universal mass education, higher and professional education, open and distance
education with special emphasis on quality and gender equality. India has made substantial progress in
implementing Education for All. Several programmes and policies have been initiated to provide free and
compulsory education to all children in the age group of six to fourteen years with initiatives such as Sarva
Siksha Abhiyan and Right to Education. To meet the changing dynamics regarding quality education,
innovation and research, New Education Policy 2020 aims to make India a knowledge hub by equipping its
students with skill development and up gradation including vocational training and focus on technology.
Economic survey of India 2019-20 also emphasizes role of education on entrepreneurship, stating that “literacy
and education in the district foster local entrepreneurship significantly”. The paper discusses various goals for
Sustainable Development and in particular related to education including various programmes and initiatives
by Govt. to achieve the targets and their status. This paper also discusses various challenges being faced for
implementation including the desired learning outcomes and proposes few solutions to overcome the
challenges. As compared to the aging population worldwide, India has an added advantage with its young

population, with an average age of 29 years, which can be harnessed with an improvement in health, education,
and skill development.

Keywords: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET),
Education for Sustainable Development (ESD), Global Citizenship Education (GCED), Central Sector Schemes
(CSS), Skill development

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT GOALS:
The United Nations General Assembly adopted the universal, integrated, and transformative 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development, along with a set of 17 Sustainable Development Goals and 169 associated targets on

25 September 2015. These goals are indivisible and encompass economic, social, and environmental
dimensions.

e  Goal 1: End poverty in all its forms everywhere

e  Goal 2: End hunger, achieve food security and improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture

e  Goal 3: Ensure healthy lives and promote well-being for all at all ages

e  Goal 4: Ensure inclusive and equitable quality education and promote lifelong learning opportunities for all
e Goal 5: Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls

e  Goal 6: Ensure availability and sustainable management of water and sanitation for all

e  Goal 7: Ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all

e Goal 8: Promote sustained, inclusive, and sustainable economic growth, full and productive employment,
and decent work for all

e Goal 9: Build resilient infrastructure, promote inclusive and sustainable industrialization and foster
innovation

e Goal 10: Reduce inequality within and among countries
e Goal 11: Make cities and human settlements inclusive, safe, resilient and sustainable
e  Goal 12: Ensure sustainable consumption and production patterns

e  Goal 13: Take urgent action to combat climate change and its impacts
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Environmental Education in India: Challenges
and Opportunities
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ABSTRACT

It is well known phenomena that human activities affect environment significantly and pose serious
consequences for future generations. Environment education has a noteworthy role in making the
youth conscious about their environment, adopting green social behaviour and thus responding to the
environment crises. Recognizing the importance and need of environment education, India has initiated
several efforts including making the environment education compulsory at all level of education.
Presently, environmental conditions are changing adversely and all living beings are suffering from the
negative consequences of environmental pollution and climate changes, hence, there is a need to reorient
the curriculum of environment education for making it more attractive and responsive to the local
environmental issues. Moreover, various policies are also needed to be restructured for sensitizing the
people, especially school and college level students about the issues related to environment management.

Keywords: Environmental Education, Challenges, Opportunities, Indian Curriculum.

INTRODUCTION

Environment education is a rapidly emerging and dynamic concept of education, which
requires a new vision of empowering people about their nature and their role in conservation
initiatives. It is now widely acknowledged that the EE is one of the effective conservation
tools, which can play an important role in changing the behaviour of individuals.
Environmental education establishes a green social behaviour among the citizens, especially
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National Education Pohicy- 2020: Thghhghting Meanmg and
Purpose of Value based Education

Dr. Mandira Gupta'
Dr. Fozia Roohj’

Abstract

4 good human being should possess moral ethics and values. It is essential for creating a humane and growing
society. Hence, NEP 2020 advocates value- based education as an integral part of education system in India, Value
hased education places an emphasis on helping students develop their personalities so they can shape their future and
deal with challenges with ease. It shapes children to effectively carry out their social, moral, and democratic
responsibilities while becoming sensitive to changing circumstances. Present paper is throwing light on significance
of value- based education, new structure of Indian education proposed by NEP 2020 and the ways for introducing
traditional values in today's education system.

Keywords: Values, Value- based education, NEP 2020, Structure of Education

Introduction

According to ancient Indian philosophy, artha (economic values of wealth), kama (psychological values
of pleasure), dharma (moral values) and moksha (liberation) are four core values for better life. Right living
is reached only through value education which only stands against cardinal sins. Values are virtues, ideals
and qualities on which our actions and beliefs are based. Values are guiding principles that shape our world
outlook, attitudes and conduct. The moral values present a true perspective of the development of any
society or nation. They tell us to what extent a society or nation has developed. If knowledge is left without
being tempered by values and morals, the power generated by such knowledge would only be disastrous and
catastrophic in its effects. Due to liberalization, industrialization and globalization rapid changes are
occurring in almost all domains. The philosophical foundations of India need to be further strengthened.
Hence, the goals and functions of formal education need to be readdressed and value education should
provide a strong base of such education.

In order to inculcate the values in education focus shall be given to:
* Holistic development of young personality in its physical, mental, emotional, and spiritual aspects.
* Inculcating good manners, discipline, responsibility and cooperative citizenship.
» Developing respect for individual and society.
« Inculcating a spirit of patriotism and national integration.
« Developing ademocratic way of thinking and living.
» Developing tolerance towards and understanding of different religious faiths.
+ Developing a sense of human brotherhood at social, national, and international levels.
« Enabling young personality to make moral decision on the basis of sound moral principles.

Significance of Value based Education

o Preserving Culture and Traditions: Value education plays a crucial role in preserving and passing
down the traditional values, customs and ethical principles from one generation to another.
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